Name_______________________________________________

9th Grade Lit/Comp—Rumfelt - Fahrenheit 451
Study Guide for Part One: 
The Hearth and the Salamander (pages 31-68) 
Part I: Vocabulary (due Wednesday – part of speech and definition)


gush_________________________________________________________________________



exotic________________________________________________________________________



phoenix_______________________________________________________________________



capillary_______________________________________________________________________



proclivity______________________________________________________________________



asylum _______________________________________________________________________



odious ________________________________________________________________________



flourish _______________________________________________________________________



cacophony ____________________________________________________________________



incinerator ____________________________________________________________________

Part II: Critical Analysis Questions

pgs. 33 – 35

1. What happens to people that try to fool the government?

2. Why was Montag foolish to use the phrase “Once upon a time”?

3. What is the history of Firemen of America?

4. How is the fire engine described?

Pgs. 36 – 40

5. Reread Captain Beatty’s comment on page 38: “You know the law,” said Beatty. “Where’s your common sense? None of these books agree with each other. . .” What is the significance of this comment? What does this reveal about why books are banned?

6. What was different at Mrs. Blake’s?  What did Montag not like about the way things were being done?

7. What does Montag do with the book that lands in his hand?

8. What does Beatty say to Mrs. Blake about the books?

9. Who started the fire at Mrs. Blake’s house?

10. What piece of information does Beatty share with Montag that refers back to something Mrs. Blake had said?

11. Why do you think Mrs. Blake chose to do what she did?  What does this show us about the society? Explain.

Pgs. 41 – 46

12. What question does Montag ask his wife when he finally talks to her?

13. What does Montag cry about?

14. What does Montag notice about the television shows?

Pgs. 47 - 52

15. What does Mildred say about Clarisse to Montag?

16. What did Montag imagine being outside his window?

17. What excuse is Montag trying to use to avoid going to work?

18. Why does Montag not want to go to work anymore?  What are some revelations he has had?
19. Who comes to visit Montag? Why?
Pgs. 53 – 59

20. What does Mildred find behind Montag’s pillow?

21. What word became a swear word? Why?
Pgs. 60 – 68

22. Why does society lower the kindergarten age year after year? What does this show?
23. According to Captain Beatty, if you don’t want a man unhappy politically, what do you do?

24. What does Beatty say about firemen taking books?

25. According to Clarisse’s uncle, why did the architects get rid of front porches?

26. What happens right before Montag and Mildred begin to read the books?

CONSIDER
At the end of this section, identify at least five things about American life that Bradbury seems to criticize in Part One. Then, write a CDW paragraph about one of them and whether or not you think his criticisms are valid today. 
Significant Passages
Choose 3 passages from this first part of the book and respond to them below. On the left side, write out the complete passage. On the right side, respond to it. You may write a personal response, ask questions, discuss character or plot development, or analyze why you think this quotation is important. 

	Quotation
	Response

	
	


