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AP Language/Composition—Unit 4
Transcendentalism

Use the resources given to get a brief introduction to the writers, ideas, and thoughts surrounding Transcendentalism in American Literature.

Go to the following website:

http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/transcendentalism/
1. Click on TWO links for each of the three subheadings on the website listed below. Read through some of the information given and write notes below.

	Authors and Texts

(Please click on Emerson and Thoreau)
	
	

	Roots and Influences
	
	

	Ideas and Thought
	
	


Now, read the following excerpts in your literature book:

Emerson:
excerpt from Nature, p. 388



excerpt from Self-Reliance, p. 391

Thoreau:
excerpt from Walden, p. 403



excerpt from Civil Disobedience, p. 412

In a reader’s journal, respond to the writings of Emerson and Thoreau. Your response should address the following ideas:

· Personal response—how does this philosophy fit into a modern perspective? Give specific examples.
· Stylistic features of both writers (syntax, diction, imagery) and how these devices help them achieve their purpose – Give specific examples.
· How do you see transcendentalist idea in these excerpts? Explain.

Use textual examples to support your responses. Your reader’s journal does not have a length requirement, but you should answer all questions fully.

