Name___________________________________________________
AP Language/ Composition—Final Project
200 points
Welcome to your final project in AP Language!

In this project you will trace a theme or motif in American literature. Your group will trace the treatment of that motif from the beginnings of American literature to the current time.
Requirements:

· Choose 10 pieces of American literature  from 1800- present (5 can be pieces we have studied in class, the other 5 must be new pieces that we have not studied)
· Choose from: fiction (short stories), non-fiction (essays), and poetry. You will need to read all of the pieces you choose.

· Your choices should reflect examples from all the literary movements studied in class.

· Trace a topic or theme through all of the pieces. Consider the following questions:
· How have attitudes, thoughts and values changed throughout the years?

· What is revealed about American society and culture through the voices of these writers?
· How is this motif significant in American literary movements?
· Does it run throughout the text, or only in a particular portion of the text?

· Does it appear at particular moments?

· How does the author use the motif/theme?

· What does it suggest?

· What meanings are associated with it?

· Does the motif work the same way in each place?  Or does it have changing or even evolving meanings?

· Write a short response to three pieces that explains your choice and personal reaction to it. Each group member should respond to three pieces. 
· Identify and discuss the topic in a 4-5 page response. Your response should answer the above questions as well as show how the pieces connect to the topic.
· Organize your poems and responses in a creative, professional portfolio that demonstrates the motif. The portfolio should include, in the following order:
· Table of Contents
· Copies of each piece, annotated

· Short responses to each piece (One per group member)
· 4-5 page typed analysis explaining  your motif and literary choices (you may use outside sources for this but you must cite them on your Works Cited page)

· Works Cited: Cite the author and source  of each piece in a MLA formatted works cited page. 
· Plan a 15 minute presentation that includes a discussion of your portfolio and chosen motif, and includes an imaginative visual component—this could be a collage, video, handout, anything you want to do.
Other Requirements:
· All written responses must be typed and in MLA format

· Daily participation – constant activity in reading, analyzing, and choosing pieces.
Possible Topics to Explore

Immigration and assimilation
Individuality vs. society

Women’s experience

Alienation

Nature

Race or Class Issues

American Dream

The West

Hope

You will present projects on your exam day;

however, all projects must be ready for presentations on MondayMisual element is crative and used in the presentationpresentation and resposnes.ll need to read all of the pieces you choose.

, May 17.

