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AP Language/Composition—Rumfelt

Harlem Renaissance: Poetry

In your small group, read the following poems:
“The Negro Speak of Rivers” p. 926

 “Dream Variations” p.928

 “The Tropics in New York” p. 930

“From the Dark Tower” p.936

Then, in your group, discuss and take notes on the following:

· SPEAKER (Who is speaking? How do they feel? How do you know?)

· TONE (What is the speaker’s attitude about the subject? Find lines/phrases that show tone.)

· IMAGERY (How do the images add to the poem? What inferences can we make based on these images?)

· CONTEXT (Read the background information about the author and draw conclusions about what they are saying in the poem. Relate to the time period as well.)

· OTHER POETIC ELEMENTS (Sound elements, symbolism, diction, figurative language)

As you discuss the poems, connect them to the ideas of African American culture, identity and homeland. In addition, some of these poems use metaphors to convey feelings about the African American experience. Place these poems in the context of the Harlem Renaissance as you discuss.
For your seminar tomorrow, bring your Spring Break poetry work as well as your work from Monday and today on the Harlem Renaissance. We will discuss all of these poems in the seminar tomorrow. 
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