AP Language/Composition - Independent Reading: American Novels
Blog / Website Project
Over the next month and a half, you will need to read a contemporary novel by an American author outside of class. The novel must either be on the list of books given to you in class, or it must be approved by your teacher.

As you read you will create and maintain an online blog or website that follows your experience with the book. While you will have some specific assignments you must complete, the majority of the project will be open to your interpretation. My expectation is that your online blog or website will be functional, creative, and indicate clearly your evolving experiences as you read the novel.

Your final due date is TBA. At this time, all entries must have been completed. Any work done after this date will not be allowed. Since you will have control over the website, if I am able to discern any further work after this date, I will consider it cheating and will give you a zero for the assignment and submit an honor code violation.
Other due dates:

November 3: Parental permission slip due | November 4: Book selection
November 24: Five entries for your blog or website must be submitted

Required Assignments:

You must have ten blog entries/web pages for your novel. These should be submitted as the story of the novel evolves. Do not wait until the end to submit all of these.
Specific Assignments:

You must have all of the following entries, but you may choose when to include them. Each will count as one of your ten entries.
Character Study: Introduce and describe the main characters of the novel. You should include specific quotes from the text that clearly identify each of the characters. This entry should not come before all of the major characters have been introduced.

Themes from American Literature: You should identify and discuss one or more themes present in the novel that connect to the specific cultural identity of America.

Image Study: You should take several important images from the novel and create a post that uses visual images to represent these moments in the novel. For each image (at least four) discuss the significance of the image in the novel.

Rhetoric Study: This entry should focus on a selection of text that uses effective rhetorical devices or strategies. Discuss the impact of the section and how the author achieves it. You should include a copy of the selection you are discussing.
Overall Expectations: 

· Be creative; you have plenty of time to develop the website or blog. The overall feel of the site should reflect the theme of the novel. 
· While I am not setting a word count for your entries, each one should be detailed, well written. Poorly written or brief entries will not be scored. 

Grading:

Individual Entries:

18 points (x 10)
Entries will be scored based on thoroughness, understanding and thoughtful discussion, clear and interesting writing style, and mechanics.

Overall Website Design and creativity:


20 points
Total Score Possible: 200 points

