9th Grade Lit/Comp – Rumfelt

Ithaca Times Project – 75 points
This week you and your classmates will become newspaper journalists. You are all members of the Ithaca Times, the local newspaper in Ancient Greece. Go back to the day when Odysseus returns from his years of travel. Imagine the gossip, the news, the fanfare. 

Your job is to get the information out to the entire island, but not just the fact that he returned. You want to cover the whole story; to do a human interest piece, maybe interview some of the main people involved in the story. Think of all the angles. This could be a whole Sunday edition. 

Consider the options:

· A headline story about his return.

· A piece on the family members of the suitors.

· Penelope’s story

· The gods and goddesses he met
· Telemachus

· His adventures (Who would you interview? What information would you collect?)
You will need to write enough articles to cover the front page of the newspaper. For our purposes, that is TWO 8.5 x 11 sheets of paper. 
Each article must: 

· Refer to specific and accurate details from the Odyssey

· Have a byline for the reporter

· Contain an image of the event or angle of the story

· Be told as if the event took place in the recent past

· Have a creative and insightful look into the story

· Be grammatically and mechanically correct

· Write insightful and creative articles (at least 3)
Your final task:
· Create a unified newspaper front page that looks like the real thing

· Includes headers, images, bylines

· Submit the final newspaper in column formats

· Provide evidence of understanding the details of the story

· Submit all work in a timely manner

Timeline: 

· Outline and Rough Draft for each article – Thursday 3/9
· Final Draft for each article – Friday  3/10
· Final Newspaper, assembled and presented – Tuesday 3/15
You will have time to work on the computers in class, where you will have access to the programs you need. However, most of the writing and research/thinking for the project should happen at home. If you do not put in the time, the final result will not likely do well. 
We will be in the computer lab on March 9-10. Please bring your work that you have already completed to class that day or email it to yourself so you have access at school.
