AP Language/Composition—Narration and Description

“Once More to the Lake” E. B. White

1. What is White’s tone in the opening paragraphs? Find examples and discuss.

2. White uses creative expressions like “had never had any fresh water up his nose.” Find others and discuss the effect of these phrases.

3. Selection of details is very important in paragraphs 1-6. Find at least three examples and discuss their effects.

4. White also uses figurative language. Find 4-5 examples and discuss their purpose.

5. What is the rhetorical purpose of paragraph 10? Explain using the text to support your response.

6. The concluding sentence of the last paragraph begins with “And.” What is the effect of starting the paragraph that way?

7. Explore the final image of the essay. What rhetorical purpose does it serve?

8. Now, read the essay again and count the number of “ands” in it. What is the effect of White’s use of and? Look closely at his syntax while you analyze.

