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AP Language/Composition – Rumfelt 

           Narrative Essay Rubric

	CRITERIA
	1

Does Not Meet
	2-3
Partially Meets
	4-5
Does Not Fully Meet
	6-7
Meets
	8-9
More Than Meets
	10
Exceeds

	CONTENT/IDEAS

(x 2) 
	Writing is extremely limited in communicating ideas, with no central thesis or purpose.
	Writing is limited in communicating ideas. Thesis and purpose are unclear.
	Writing does not clearly communicate ideas. The reader is left with questions.
	Writing communicates an idea and tells a story. Details connect to the thesis and purpose.
	Writing skillfully communicates an idea and tells a story. Writes detailed, thoughtful paragraphs that connect to the thesis.
	Writing is confident and clearly focused. It holds the reader’s attention. Relevant details enrich writing. Demonstrates originality of thought.

	ORGANIZATION

(x 2)


	Writing is disorganized and underdeveloped with no transitions or conclusion.
	Writing is brief and underdeveloped with very weak transitions and conclusion.
	Writing is confused and loosely organized. Transitions are weak and conclusion is ineffective.
	Uses appropriate narrative format. Incorporates a coherent conclusion. Pacing helps develop the narrative.
	Writing includes a strong beginning, middle, and end, with some transitions and good conclusion. Pacing greatly enhances the narrative.
	Writing includes a strong beginning, middle, and end with clear transitions and a focused conclusion. Pacing is varied, if necessary for purpose, and adds to the story.

	DICTION
(x 2)
	Careless or inaccurate word choice, which obscures meaning.
	Language is trite, vague, or flat.
	Shows some use of varied word choice.
	Uses a variety of word choice to make writing interesting. Diction contributes to mood.
	Purposeful use of word choice. Diction greatly contributes to mood and tone.
	Effective and engaging use of word choice. Diction is memorable and helps develop characters, setting, mood and tone.

	VOICE

(x 2)
	Writer’s voice/point of view shows no sense of audience and purpose.
	Writer’s voice/point of view shows little sense of audience and purpose.
	Writer’s voice/point of view shows little sense of audience and a vague purpose.
	Writer has a voice/point of view. Writes with the understanding of a specific audience and purpose.
	Writer has strong voice/point of view. Writing engages the audience and communicates purpose.
	Writes with a distinct, unique voice/point of view. Writing is skillfully adapted to the audience and purpose.

	SENTENCE FLUENCY
	Fragment run-ons or fragments, with no variety in sentence structure.
	Many run-ons or fragments. Little variety in sentence structure.
	Some run-ons or fragments. Limited variety in sentence structure.
	Some variety in sentence structure.
	Frequent and varied sentence structure.
	Consistent variety of sentence structure throughout. Careful construction and organization of sentences.

	CONVENTIONS
	Frequent errors in mechanics, in areas such as: comma splices, run-on sentences or fragments, misspellings of three or more, lack of antecedent-pronoun agreement,
faulty use of tense,
use of passive voice

lack of parallel structure


	Many errors in mechanics (see list).
	Some errors in mechanics (see list).
	Few errors in mechanics (see list).
	While there may be one or two errors in mechanics, the essay is generally free of errors.
	Almost no errors in mechanics. Writing shows a strong control over grammar and style.

	TOTAL (out of 100):
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