Rumfelt—AP Language/ Composition

Narrative/Descriptive Essay Assignment (100 points)
In this unit, we have started looking at examples of narratives, both from early America and contemporary times. Now you will write your own narrative. This narrative should incorporate elements of narration and description we have discussed in class.  It may be either a first person memoir or a story written in the third person, observing the experience of someone else.  Decide before you begin what your purpose is and whether you are writing an anecdote (like “The Chase”) or an essay consisting mainly of a single narrative (like “Shooting an Elephant”). 

You can use one of the following ideas, or come up with your own:

A memorable experience from your early life

A lesson you learned the hard way

A trip into unfamiliar territory

An embarrassing moment that taught you something

A monumental misunderstanding

A memorable moment at school

An accident

An unexpected encounter

A story about someone close to you

A conflict or contest

A destructive storm

Other options:

1. Write a personal narrative in which you look back from some point in the far future on your own life as you hope it will be seen by others. Use third person if you like, and write your own obituary, or use first person, assessing your life in the form of a letter to your great-grandchildren.

2. Write a historical narrative tracing the roots of your family or your hometown or community. Be sure to include specific detail, dialogue, and descriptions of people and places.

3. Write a narrative about a time you were an outsider, isolated because of social, intellectual, or ethnic differences. Did you resolve your problems your isolation created? Explain.

REQUIREMENTS:

· Essays should be 2-4 typed pages, 12 point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced and in MLA format. Do not exceed length maximum.
· Rough drafts and final drafts should be typed.

· Essays should include specific sensory detail and dialogue when appropriate. 

· Complete a thorough prewriting/brainstorming and turn it in with your essay, along with your rough draft.
· Consider audience and purpose before writing.

· Consider pacing, point of view, tone, and mood as you construct your narrative.

· Rough draft due for peer editing on Monday, October 12. 
· Final draft due at the beginning of class (with prewriting and revised rough draft) on Monday, October 19.
