Novel List for Contemporary American Literature
Three Giants
Saul Bellow (Nobel Prize Recipient 1976) 

Major Themes – 

Disorientation in modern civilization

Materialism

Overcoming Human Frailty

Jewish Identity

Important Work: 

Humbolt’s Gift A story of friendship between two writers, one successful and the other idealistic

Recommended Works: 

The Adventures of Augie March

Herzog

Mr. Sammler’s Planet

Phillip Roth (Winner of the Pulitzer, National Book Award and others)

Important Work:

American Pastoral (A Pulitzer winner) The hero is blessed with intelligence, looks, talent, and kindness, but his life is filled with tragedy. Bid Swede is much like a Greek hero who has incurred the jealousy of the gods.

Recommended Works:


The Human Stain

I Married a Communist

Goodbye Columbus

John Updike (Winner of two Pulitzers and others) Varied works and themes.

Important Works:


Rabbit Run


Rabbit Redux


Rabbit Is Rich


Rabbit at Rest

These four books, written over four decades, chronicle the fictional life of former high school star Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom. These books are widely considered to be some of the best, if not the best, American novels.
Recommended Works:


The Witches of Eastwick – A funny book


The Widows of Eastwick
Terrorist – His most recent book looking at the events surrounding a homegrown teenaged suicide bomber in New Jersey.

The New Masters
Toni Morrison (Nobel Prize and Pulitzer Prize) Her work is often about black women in a white, male dominated society, but her themes transcend these issues.


Important Work:

Beloved (Pulitzer Prize) Inspired by the true story of a black slave who killed her child, so she would not become a slave. * This book is a challenging read and isn’t for the casual reader. The themes and issues presented in the book are serious and mature issues.

Recommended Work:


Sula


Bluest Eye

Cormac McCarthy (Pulitzer Prize winner) – Writes dark fiction about the New West, the Old West, and rural Tennessee.

Important Work:

Blood Meridian – A novel about a group of violent mercenaries, who sell Native American scalps and protection to Mexican border towns. Harold Bloom has called this “possibly the finest American novel of the second half of the twentieth century.”

Recommended Work:

Suttree – Centers on an ostracized son of a prominent Tennessee family living on a houseboat in the fifties.

All the Pretty Horses – (National Book Award) A very accessible book.

The Road – A dark novel about a father and son in a post-apocalyptic world.

Joyce Carol Oates (National Book Award) – A prolific writer who seems to get better with each novel.


Important Work:

We Were the Mulvaneys – A story of a too-perfect, small town, all-American family that is completely destroyed by a date rape.

The content of this novel is for mature audiences. It deals with rape.

Recommended Work:


The Falles



The Tattooed Girl



Them (National Book Award)

Other Contemporary Masters

Alice McDermott



Charming Billy (National Book Award)


Child of My Heart



After This


John Kennedy Toole



A Confederacy of Dunces (Pulitzer Prize)

John Irving



The World According to Garp



Cider House Rules



A Prayer for Owen Meany


Richard Russo



Empire Falls (Pulitzer Prize)


Straight Man


Risk Pool

Ann Tyler



Breathing Lessons (Pulitzer Prize)



Saint Maybe


Accidental Tourist


Richard Ford (Often compared to Updike)



The Sportswriter



Independence Day

Walker Percy


The Moviegoer


Love in the Ruins

Don DeLillo



White Noise (National Book Award)



Underworld (Considered by many as his masterpiece)


Larry McMurtry (Often writes about the Old West and New West)



The Last Picture Show



Lonesome Dove



Texasville (Funny)

Annie Proulx



Shipping News



That Old Ace in the Hole


Peter Taylor (A beautiful stylist)



Summons to Memphis



In the Tennessee Country: A Novel

Thomas Pynchon



The Crying of Lot 49


Vineland

William Kennedy (Irish-American stories set in Albany, NY)


Ironweed (Pulitzer Prize)



Billy Phelan’s Greatest Game



Roscoe

Michael Cunningham (Subject matter centers on the gay community)



The Hours


Home at the End of the World



Flesh and Blood


Carol Shields (Canadian)



The Stone Diaries



Larry’s Party


Richard Yates


Revolutionary Road


Kurt Vonnegut, Jr. 



Slaughterhouse Five



Breakfast of Champions


Bernard Malamud


The Fixer (Pulitzer Prize)



The Natural (First great baseball novel)

Tim O’Brien


In the Lake of the Woods



The Things They Carried


Lee Smith (Focuses on life for women in the South and Appalachia)



Fair and Tender Ladies



Saving Grace



Oral History


T.R. Pearson (Humorous)


A Short History of a Small Place (Humor)

Terry Kay


The Year the Lights Came On



Taking Lottie Home


Ferrol Sams (From Fayetteville, GA)


Run with the Horsemen

The Up and Comers

Michael Chabon

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay (Pulitzer Prize)



Mysteries of Pittsburgh



The Wonder Boys



The Yiddish Policemen’s Union


Chang-rae Lee



Native Speaker



A Gesture of Life



Aloft


Donna Tartt 



The Secret History



The Little Friend


Richard Powers 



The Echo Maker (Difficult read)


Charlie Smith


Shine Hawk



Lives of the Dead


Melinda Haynes



Chalk Town



Mother of Pearl


John DuFresne



Louisiana Light & Power

Jonathan Lethem



Fortress of Solitude



Motherless Brooklyn


Jeffrey Eugenides



Middlesex (Pulitzer Prize, concerns gender confusion)



The Virgin Suicides

	Pat Conroy (Southern writer)

	           The Lords of Discipline

	          The Prince of Tides

	Zora Neale Hurston

	         Their Eyes Were Watching God


These books are not selected for school appropriateness. It is the responsibility of the student and parent to determine if the book is appropriate for the student. If none of the books are deemed appropriate, another text may be substituted for the assignment with teacher approval. There will be no penalty for substituting a text.
