AP Language/Composition 

Analysis of “Letter from Birmingham Jail”
You will be reading and analyzing this piece for a graded seminar. The seminar will be two days. On the first day, we will discuss the first half of the letter, and the second day, we will discuss the second half. The prep will have two parts. This is a test grade, and will be graded out of 100 points. Your seminar prep should be thorough and complete, and should show that you have thoughtfully read and studied the letter. 
Seminar Day One: Monday, November 2 (ALL seminar prep is due today)
Seminar Day Two: Tuesday, November 3 
Part One: Analyze for the following devices. You should pull words and phrases from the letter for each of these devices to discuss at our seminar.  Annotate the text of the letter for these devices (remember that annotating is MORE than just underlining or highlighting). 
1. call to action

2. anticipating counterargument

3. aphorism

4. appeal to emotion

5. comparison and contrast

6. controlled anger and outright attacks

7. definition

8. emotional appeal

9. ethical appeal

10. logical appeal

11. historical allusions

12. imagery

13. loose/periodic sentences

14. metaphor

15. parallelism

16. religious appeal

17. repetition

18. simile

19. redefining 

20. subtle sarcasm

21. syllogism

22. tone 

Part Two: Respond to the following questions.
1.      Read the letter addressed to King.  What is the rationale for asking “outsiders” to refrain from demonstrating in Birmingham?  List the main points presented in the letter.

 

2.      Dr. King begins his response by justifying his reasons for being in Birmingham.  He presents an argument through analogy by comparing his situation to that of the Apostle Paul.  How does that analogy help justify his presence in Birmingham?  Is it an appropriate analogy?

 

3.      A further argument in support of his presence in Birmingham is the “interrelatedness of all communities and states.”  Explain.

 

4.      King then describes the four basic steps to a nonviolent campaign.  Why does he state that “we had no alternative except that of preparing for direct action” in Birmingham?  Provide examples.

 

5.      How does he address the counter-argument that negotiation alone is “a better path”?

 

6.      Why is nonviolent civil disobedience needed?  Why shouldn’t they “wait”?  How does King justify their impatience?  Discuss the anecdotal evidence presented.  Is it effective?

 

7.      How does King justify breaking the law?  What laws should be broken?

 

8.      How does he differentiate between a just and an unjust law?  

 

9.      How does King address the counter-argument that disobedience of the law leads to anarchy?

 

10.   King presents another Biblical analogy to further justify civil disobedience.  Explain.
 

11.   How does King address the concerns of the Birmingham clergymen that describe his measures as “extreme”?

 

12.  King discusses his disappointments with “white moderates” and the white churches.   How does his frustration with these groups contribute to the justification of his actions in Birmingham?

 

13.   Toward the end of the letter, King presents another Biblical analogy to support his argument.  Explain.

 

14.  Review the letter from the clergy to King.  Does he successfully address their concerns and refute or qualify their arguments?  Compose an outline of King’s argument.

15. What do you think is his most effective argument? Why? 
