AP Language/Composition – Rumfelt

Declaration of Independence Analysis

With a partner, complete the following analysis:

PART ONE

Jefferson and the other Revolutionary leaders wanted to seem reasonable. 
What evidence do you see of this in the document? Find 6 examples:

	Example (List entire quotation) 
	How does this show the logical thinking of the writers? Explain.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


PART TWO
Analyze the structure of the argument. Go through each section and establish what the purpose of that section is, and then analyze the devices that the writers use to achieve that purpose. You should find at least two examples of the following: repetition, parallel structure, inductive and deductive reasoning, strong verbs, loaded language. You may find other devices as well.
PART TWO
	Section
	Purpose/Devices

	“When in the Course of human Events…which impel them to the Separation.”


	

	“We hold these Truths…to a candid World.”


	

	“He has refused his Assent...their Acts of pretended Legislation:”

	

	“For quartering large Bodies…in all Cases whatsoever.”

	

	“He has abdicated Government…all Ages, Sexes, and Conditions.”

	

	“In every stage…to be the Ruler of a Free People.”

	

	“Nor have we been wanting…Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends.”

	

	“We, therefore, the Representatives… our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.”

	


SYNTHESIZE: Write a thesis and introductory paragraph for the following style analysis question:

Read The Declaration of Independence. Then, write an essay analyzing how the writers develop their argument. You may want to consider elements such as parallel structure, inductive and deductive reasoning, and persuasive appeals.
