AP Language and Composition – Rumfelt

Unit 2 – Thomas Paine’s The Crisis, #1

The Crisis is a collection of articles written by Thomas Paine during the American Revolutionary War. In 1776 Paine wrote Common Sense, an extremely popular and successful pamphlet arguing for Independence from England. The essays constitute Paine's ongoing support for an independent and self-governing America through the many severe crises of the Revolutionary War. General Washington found the first essay so inspiring; he ordered that it be read to the troops at Valley Forge.
Read The Crisis, Number One. Then complete the following analysis activities.

1. Annotate for the following devices: argument by analogy, metaphor, parallelism, logical appeals, emotional appeals. Find as many of these elements as you can in each paragraph. Make sure your annotations are as detailed as possible.
2. Choose ONE of the persuasive devices listed above and write two paragraphs discussing how Paine uses this device to make his argument. Use textual evidence to support your analysis.

3. Write a (separate) one page response in which you compare Patrick Henry’s speech to Paine’s paper. 

· What differences in the two works stem from the fact that one was meant to be heard and the other to be read, as well as heard?
· Is Paine’s purpose, like Henry’s, to persuade his audience to take specific action or to maintain a particular opinion? How do you know?

· Which author, in your opinion, presents a more logical case? Why?

