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Ninth Grade Lit/Comp - Poetry
Lyric Poetry vs. Narrative Poetry

Narrative poems stress action and lyric poems stress emotion.
Lyric Poetry:  For the ancient Greeks, a lyric was a song accompanied by a lyre.  It was short, and it usually expressed a single emotion, such as joy or sorrow.  The word is now used more broadly, referring to a poem that, neither narrative (telling a story) nor strictly dramatic (performed by actors), is an emotional or reflective soliloquy.
Read the following lyric poem and ANNOTATE (take notes on the poem) as you read. You can underline words you don’t know, images that are interesting, and/or language that stands out to you. 

“Sympathy” by Paul Lawrence Dunbar

I know what the caged bird feels, alas! 
   When the sun is bright on the upland slopes; 
When the wind stirs soft through the springing grass, 
And the river flows like a stream of glass; 
   When the first bird sings and the first bud opes, 
And the faint perfume from its chalice steals-- 
I know what the caged bird feels! 

I know why the caged bird beats his wing 
   Till its blood is red on the cruel bars; 
For he must fly back to his perch and cling 
When he fain would be on the bough a-swing; 
   And a pain still throbs in the old, old scars 
And they pulse again with a keener sting-- 
I know why he beats his wing! 

I know why the caged bird sings, ah me, 
   When his wing is bruised and his bosom sore,-- 
When he beats his bars and he would be free; 
It is not a carol of joy or glee, 
   But a prayer that he sends from his heart's deep core, 
But a plea, that upward to Heaven he flings-- 
I know why the caged bird sings!

Emotion expressed and words or phrases to support:

Identify the speaker:

Identify the subject:

Identify the speaker’s attitude toward the subject:

Read the following narrative poem and ANNOTATE (take notes on the poem) as you read. You can underline words you don’t know, images that are interesting, and/or language that stands out to you. 

Narrative Poetry:  A narrative poem is one that tells a story.  Types of narrative poems:  epic (“The Odyssey”) and ballad

“Oranges” by Gary Soto

The first time I walked
With a girl, I was twelve,
Cold, and weighted down
With two oranges in my jacket.
December. Frost cracking
Beneath my steps, my breath
Before me, then gone,
As I walked toward
Her house, the one whose
Porch light burned yellow
Night and day, in any weather.
A dog barked at me, until
She came out pulling
At her gloves, face bright
With rouge. I smiled,
Touched her shoulder, and led
Her down the street, across
A used car lot and a line
Of newly planted trees,
Until we were breathing
Before a drugstore. We
Entered, the tiny bell
Bringing a saleslady
Down a narrow aisle of goods.
I turned to the candies
Tiered like bleachers,
And asked what she wanted - 
Light in her eyes, a smile

Starting at the corners
Of her mouth. I fingered
A nickle in my pocket,
And when she lifted a chocolate
That cost a dime,
I didn't say anything.
I took the nickle from
My pocket, then an orange,
And set them quietly on
The counter. When I looked up,
The lady's eyes met mine,
And held them, knowing
Very well what it was all
About.

Outside,
A few cars hissing past,
Fog hanging like old
Coats between the trees.
I took my girl's hand
In mine for two blocks,
Then released it to let
Her unwrap the chocolate.
I peeled my orange
That was so bright against
The gray of December
That, from some distance,
Someone might have thought
I was making a fire in my hands.

What is the plot of the story?




What images do you notice in the poem?
Who is the speaker?

Why is he or she telling the story?


