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AP Language/ Composition—Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman

We are going to spend today looking at the poetry of Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman. The AP English Lang/Comp exam does not focus on poetry, so we will not spend a great deal of time with poetry this year, however, these two poets are important when looking at the character of American poetry.

Today, you will read lots of poems and discuss them with a partner. Our objective is for you to familiarize yourself with the style and form of these poets. 

EMILY DICKINSON (pages 420-428)

1. Choose three poems to read with your partner. Write the titles of those poems here. Then follow the instructions below.
	1.

	2.

	3.


WALT WHITMAN (pages 436-444)
2. Read the excerpt from “Song of Myself,” “I Hear America Singing”, and “A Noiseless Patient Spider.” Then follow the instructions below. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR EACH POEM:
1. Read the poem in its entirety silently.

2. Select one group member to read the text aloud while the others listen attentively to the diction, rhythm, and overall progression of the verse.
3. Analyze each poem, highlighting the author’s style, diction, rhyme scheme, imagery, and prevalent themes. 
4. Discuss the poems, and write down your discussion/analysis. You can use the discussion questions in the book for each poem to focus your analysis if you wish. You will be comparing the styles of these poets next week, so keep that in mind as you discuss. 
