Reader’s Journal/ Discussion Questions for “Desiree’s Baby”
ON YOUR OWN, read and annotate Chopin’s short story. Then, answer each question completely and use examples from the text to support your responses.
Describe Armand. How does Chopin characterize him? Analyze specific descriptions.
Explain why Chopin uses the word "her" in this line: 
"He absented himself from home; and when there, avoided her presence and that of her child, without excuse." What other pronouns or other diction choices stand out in the story? Explain.
How did Desiree feel about slavery? About the way Armand treated the slaves? What makes you think this?
"A quick conception of all this accusation meant for her..." What do you think it meant? Why was it important? 

Why didn't Desiree go back to Valmonde? Why does she accept her fate without fighting? What does that tell you about her role as a woman, and her place in society? 

Would Armand’s treatment of his wife be condoned by society today? Give reasons.

Why did Desiree ask her husband if he wanted her to go and then act on his decision? How does this reflect her character or society at the time of the story? 
Reread the story, listing any elements of foreshadowing you can find.  Then, discuss how this element is especially effective in the genre of the short story, and specifically, this one.

