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9th Grade Lit/Comp—Romeo and Juliet Prologue

Read and annotate the Prologue to Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Underline and take notes as you read!
	PROLOGUE
	NOTES: write questions, highlight important words

	    Two households, both alike in dignity, 
    In fair Verona, where we lay our scene, 
    From ancient grudge break to new mutiny, 
    Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean. 
    From forth the fatal loins of these two foes 
    A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life; 
    Whole misadventured piteous overthrows 
    Do with their death bury their parents' strife. 
    The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love, 
    And the continuance of their parents' rage, 
    Which, but their children's end, nought could remove, 
    Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage; 
    The which if you with patient ears attend, 
    What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

	


1. Below, write down any words you don’t understand. Then, using a dictionary, define these words below.

2. Now, in two to three sentences, write your initial reaction to the Prologue. What interests you? What confuses you? What do you notice?
3. Now, you and read the Prologue out loud. Again, look for words you don’t understand. 

4. Now, take turns reading out loud to the punctuation stops—read to the semicolons and periods, not commas or to the end of the line. It should be making more sense now. 

5. Answer the following questions: 
a. According to the prologue where does the play take place?

b. According to the prologue what happens to the children?

c. According to the prologue what kind of lovers are the children?

d. Do relationships today suffer due to family tensions and rivalries?  Give an example.

6. Below, in a short paragraph, summarize the story that the Prologue tells.

7. Now, look back at the Prologue. There are two big ideas repeated in the Prologue. List any images, words, or phrases associated with these two big ideas. 
	LOVE


	HATE



8. Do you notice any poetic devices (rhyme, imagery, figurative language, etc.)?
9. Now, ON YOUR OWN PAPER, rewrite the Prologue in your own words, using modern language. Your rewrite should be 14 lines, just like Shakespeare’s version, and should communicate all of the same information. You don’t have to make yours rhyme, but you can try if you want to! Here is a sample of the first line rewritten: 
Two households, both alike in dignity,
REWRITE: 

There were two families and both were rich, OR

Once, there lived two families who lived equally
