Name________________________________________________Date__________Mods____________

Romeo and Juliet

ACT I—Study Guide

UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY:

Prologue 

1. When and where is the play set?____________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. According to the opening speech of the Chorus, what will happen to Romeo and Juliet?  How will this affect their families?______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Act One, Scene 1

3. How does the fight begin?________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Benvolio and Tybalt, nephews of each of the households, enter as the fighting begins.  What does each seem to be like?  Give reasons for your answers:

a. Benvolio:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Tybalt:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. By the time the Prince arrives, who is involved in the fight?______________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. With what punishment does the Prince threaten anyone in the Montague or Capulet parties who breaks the peace?_______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Romeo is causing his father concern.  What is he doing that worries his father?______________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What does Benvolio discover is bothering Romeo?  What advice does Benvolio give Romeo?___

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING VOCABULARY

9. Find transgression (approximately line 171) and assailing (approximately line 199) in the play and check the definition of each word in a dictionary.  Personification is a figure of speech in which an animal, object, or idea is treated as if it were human.  Each of these vocabulary words is used to personify something in the play.  For each word, tell what is being personified.

a. transgression:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. assailing:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING LITERARY ELEMENTS

   10.  Read the lines below.  Then explain what is being personified and why.



As in the bud bit with an envious worm



Ere he can spread his sweet leaves to the air,



Or dedicate his beauty to the sun.


______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY:

Act One, Scene 2

1. What does Capulet think of the Prince’s directives after the third fight?_____________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why has Paris come to Capulet?___________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is Capulet’s answer to Paris?  What does he tell Paris to do meanwhile, and why?________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you think Capulet means when he says, “The earth hath swallowed all my hopes but she”?_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does Romeo find out about Capulet’s feast?______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What kinds of comparisons does the servant make to indicate his problem with the task he has been given?____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does Benvolio say Romeo will realize at the feast?________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Act One, Scene 3

8. How does the Nurse feel about Juliet?  How can you tell?_______________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What historical event does the Nurse use as a landmark to help remember Juliet’s age?________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What does Juliet say about her thoughts of marriage?  What do you think she means?_________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. How old is Lady Capulet?_________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. What merits does Paris have, according to Lady Capulet?________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Juliet answers her mother by saying, “I’ll look to like, if looking liking move.”  What does she mean?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. What does Juliet say will determine how vigorously she tries to fall in love with Paris?________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING VOCABULARY

     Find anguish in Scene 2 (approximately line 44) and esteem in Scene 3 (approximately line 71) in the 

     play and check the definition of each word in a dictionary.

15. Find a synonym for anguish that occurs in the same line of the play._______________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What does the word esteem tell us about Juliet’s social class?_____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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UNDERSTANDING THE PLAY

Act One, Scene 4

1. What does Mercutio suggest that Romeo do at the party?  How does Romeo answer?__________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Mercutio doesn’t say directly that Romeo should not pay attention to his dream, but he does say several things that show why he thinks dreams are not trustworthy.  What are these?__________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does Romeo believe as a result of his dream?_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Give at least two reasons that help explain Romeo’s mixed feelings as he goes to the party._____
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Romeo’s final comment, “But He that hath the steerage of my course/Direct my sail?” mean?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Act One, Scene 5

6. How does Capulet first react to the presence of the maskers?_____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. According to Romeo, how does Juliet make the other ladies in the room look?  What does he plan to do?_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Who recognizes Romeo, and how?__________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What does Capulet suggest Tybalt do?  Why?_________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. How does Tybalt respond to Capulet?_______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What happens when Romeo and Juliet speak for the first time?___________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. How does Romeo learn who Juliet is?  What is his response?_____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. How does Juliet disguise her particular interest in Romeo?  What is her response?____________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. How does Capulet treat the maskers as they leave?_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

UNDERSTANDING VOCABULARY

15. Find boisterous (Scene 4, approximately line 26), intrusion (Scene 5, approximately line 88) and convert (Scene 5, line 89) in the play and check the definition of each word in a dictionary.

a. For what word does Romeo use boisterous, rough, and rude as a contrast?____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Does Capulet, like Tybalt, consider the maskers’ presence as an intrusion?____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

c. How do you think Tybalt intends to convert Romeo’s sweetness into gall?____________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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