AP Language/Composition – Kent/Rumfelt 
Research Unit—Encounters as an American in a globalized world

*PLEASE READ THIS ASSIGNMENT PACKET FROM BEGINNING TO END. THERE ARE MANY DUE DATES AND REQUIREMENTS INCLUDED IN HERE THAT YOU NEED TO KNOW.
Research Assignment

In The Informed Argument, Yagelski and Miller argue that while “Almost everything can be argued,” in fact, “not everything should be argued” (9). The writers of The Informed Argument take the position that the decision to argue is an ethical as well as a practical one and they call argument a “social activity” and point out that it “can have consequences for you and others” (9). 

In the research unit, you will explore issues connected to the nation, nationalism, and national borders. I will be asking you to identify a current political, social, or popular controversy that is currently being debated in a variety of media at the local, national and/or global level—ideally, both in the mainstream media and in the popular press. This controversy must somehow be connected to or invested with questions of national identity, education, globalization, immigration and/or the nation. Examples of some general areas where you might find these include, but are not limited to:

The war in Iraq/Afghanistan (Military recruitment, withdrawal strategies, its justification, etc.); immigration (‘English only’ legislation, multiculturalism, refugee resettlement, etc.); industry/economics/labor (outsourcing, the recession,  textiles or high-tech assembly, migrant workers, domestic workers, regulation vs. free-market, health care); the construction of an American national identity through sports, politics, gender, race, the recognition of strangers, etc.; the place of resistance politics in art/entertainment (anti-war statements, Michael Moore films, censorship issues, etc.). You can also explore issues raised your summer reading if you’d like.
We will spend about five weeks on this project. Your first task will be to identify a controversy and then to spend some time listening in and analyzing the arguments that are embedded in the controversy. 

Questions to ask:

· Who is saying what? 

· What positions are the various participants taking? 

· What are the ethical and social consequences of those positions? Who wins? Who loses? 

· What is the history of this issue? 

· What kinds of arguments are they constructing for what kinds of audiences? 

· What seems to influence who takes what position? 

· Who are the insiders? Who are the outsiders? Why are there insiders or outsiders? 
· What is the scale of this controversy (local, regional, national, global)? 

· Which positions seem to have the most credible arguments? Which positions seem to have the most power? 

· What visual images (flags, firefighters, heroes, children, ‘family values,’ etc) do the various participants deploy? 

· Key question: What is the nature of the national community that seems to be imagined from each of the various positions? What does this say about the idea of what it means to be an American?

You are going to, more or less, map out the opinions and the implications surrounding your issue. As you research, your notes should explore the questions listed above.
You will use the skills of analysis that you have honed this year to arrive at research questions, which you will then explore through the various methods we will discuss in class (database research, media analysis, personal experience, etc). As you perform your analysis, you will practice deferring judgment, identifying parts and how they are connected, looking for patterns, making the implicit explicit, and reformulating questions. Your central purpose in this essay will be to persuade your academic audience to adopt the position that you recommend from the position of authority you have built with your research. Your argument will be based on and will emerge from your analysis of the controversy. 

In your essay for this unit, you will construct an argument that positions you within the controversy. You will not simply argue for who is right and who is wrong—rather, you will argue for a particular way to understand the issue and, if appropriate, you will include a call for a certain kind of action from your audience as a way to resolve the controversy. To do this, you will select a limited number of sources (these may be written, visual, audio, video, etc.) from those you uncovered in your research. No more than four or five of these should represent the views you wish to explore in depth, support, work against or develop in building your own argument. Others may be included if you need to reference them briefly in order to summarize the controversy or present statistics, etc. 
Yagelski, Robert P. & Robert K. Miller. The Informed Argument: Sixth Edition. Wadsworth: The United States of America, 2004.

Research Calendar
Step One: 
Begin researching




March 8 – March 12
OBJECTIVE:  Identify a controversy and begin analyzing the arguments.
You will be using the CHS media center and the computer lab for much of your research, but you are not limited to these locations.  The public library and your personal computer are also resources you should, and will need to, explore. You will then compile your sources into an annotated bibliography.  For the annotated bibliography, I am requiring that you record information in MLA format. You will need 10 sources for the annotated bibliography. Please see the annotated bibliography handout for an explanation of the annotated bibliography. 

In addition, you will turn in all of your notes from your sources in this part of the process. I am not giving you a specific format for notes, but you must show that you have explored the issue thoroughly. You should also print or copy all sources to turn in with your notes.

NOTES, SOURCES, and ANNOTATED BIB DUE


March 15 
Step Two: 
Refine your research




March 15 – March 19
OBJECTIVE: Analyze the controversy.


Now that you have explored all of the different opinions and stances on the issue, begin to refine your research. As you perform your analysis, you will practice deferring judgment, identifying parts and how they are connected, looking for patterns, making the implicit explicit, and reformulating questions. At this point, you can decide which of your sources in your annotated bib will be useful for your argument.
Step Three: 
Find and Establish Your Position
OBJECTIVE:  Take a position on the issue.  




You need to generalize about your own potential stands on the issue. You should ask, "What are two or three (or more) possible positions on this issue that I could take? Which of those positions do I really want to take? Why?" It's vital at this point, I think, for you to keep an open mind. A stronger, more mature, more persuasive essay will result if you resist the temptation to oversimplify the issue, to hone in immediately on an obvious thesis. Show that you have given some thought to the nuances, the complexities of the issue.
Step Four: 
Refine Your Argument

OBJECTIVE: Argue your position. 

Construct an argument that positions you within the controversy. You will not simply argue for who is right and who is wrong—rather, you will argue for a particular way to understand the issue and, if appropriate, you will include a call for a certain kind of action from your audience as a way to resolve the controversy.
ROUGH DRAFT WITH WORKS CITED DUE


March 22
ROUGH DRAFT DUE FOR PEER EDITING



March 26
Step Five:  
Edit and Revise Your Argument

OBJECTIVE: Create the final draft of your argument. 

At this point, you should have a clear idea of what you are arguing, and you should understand all the nuances surrounding the issue. Make sure your argument is clear and concise. We will have workshopping days and conference days in class to work with your paper. Save all drafts of your paper to turn in at the end of the research unit. 

FINAL DRAFT WITH WORKS CITED DUE



April 1
FINAL THOUGHTS

Save all the writing/notetaking/brainstorming that you do for this unit, because I will collect all of your work on the same day as the finished essay. Your final essay should be 6 – 8 pages long and is due on APRIL 1 at the beginning of class. Create a good, descriptive title and follow all MLA citation procedures.

A note about format and grading: All pieces of this research project (except your notes) should be typed and in MLA format. No exceptions. Due the nature of the project, all process parts are due on the day stated. If you do not have that part on that day, you will receive a zero for that particular section. If you are absent on the day a particular part is due, it is due on the day you return. It is your responsibility to turn it in. 
Finally, I WILL NOT ACCEPT LATE RESEARCH PAPERS. Please make sure you are in class on APRIL 1. If you are not going to be here, make arrangements for your paper to be here. Thanks! (
NAME: ________________________________________  Period: ___________

AP Language Research Project Rubric

Turn in with Final Draft!

Part One: Research Process

Notes and Sources







25 points
_____

Annotated Bibliography






25 points
_____


Rough Draft/Works Cited #1





25 points
_____

Rough Draft/Works Cited #2 (for peer editing)


25 points
_____

PROCESS SUBTOTAL






100 points
_____

Part Two: Research Final Product

Final Draft and Works Cited (Graded with separate rubric)
100 points
_____





Contents of Research Envelope
(please obtain a manila envelope)


Your research envelope should contain the following items. You will lose 5 points for each item that is not in the envelope.

· Annotated Bibliography

· Notes/ Sources

· Rubric

· Rough Draft/Works Cited #1

· Peer-edited Rough Draft/Works Cited #2

· Peer Editing Sheet
FINAL PRODUCT SUBTOTAL




100 points
______


Total 








200 points


(Subtotal + points earned on final draft)
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