AP Language/Composition

“Thanatopsis” 

1, Locate the first sentence in the poem. What are the subject and verb of the first independent clause?
2. To whom does the first pronoun refer?

3. What does nature offer him when he is happy?

4. What does nature offer him when he is sad?

5. What does the speaker recommend that one do when one thinks of death?

6. Who is the speaker beginning at line 17?

7. Paraphrase lines 17-22.

8. What, according to nature, will be your relationshiptto the “sluggish clod,” the “rude swain,” and the “oak”?

9. Line 31 begins with “yet” because what follow =s is a contrast to what Bryant as already said. Bryant begins a metaphor using words using like retire and couch. What solace does he offer with this metaphor?
10. What sort of people lie in the “mighty sepulcher”?

11. List the items with are the “solemn decorations” of “the tomb of man.”

12. How do those who live now compare to the number who have been buried in the earth? 

13.  Paraphrase the sentence which begins “Take the wings…” and ends “the dead reign there alone.”

14. Explain Bryant’s metaphor of the “long train.”

15. What contrasting image does Bryant offer in his admonition of how one ought to live and go to death?

16. How is the closing image a contrast to lines 8-12?

17. Upon what authority does Bryant suggest that the closing image is more accurate than the opening ones of lines 8-12?

18. How do we see Romantic characteristics in this poem?

19. What is Bryant’s view of death?

20. How would you describe the tone in this poem? 

