
“The Devil and Tom Walker”

Analyzing for Tone
	TITLE
	

	AUTHOR
	

	PURPOSE
	

	SETTING
	


As you read “The Devil and Tom Walker,” analyze for Irving’s tone. Consider all of the following stylistic elements listed below. Take notes as you read in the chart below.
	DICTION (find examples of word choice that affects purpose)
	

	IMAGERY (vivid descriptions)


	

	DETAILS (important facts/ information omitted)
	

	LANGUAGE (use of formal language, jargon, slang)
	

	SENTENCE STRUCTURE (how structure affects mood)
	


	POINT of VIEW


	

	SPECIAL FEATURES ex. Dialogue, etc.
	

	SATIRE (who/ what is being ridiculed- in the story and universally)


	

	ALLEGORY


	


AP Language/Composition

Romanticism - The Devil & Tom Walker

1. What is the meaning of the Woodsman’s scoring of trees? What do the trees symbolize? Explain your response.

2. Tom Walker strongly objects to the Woodsman’s suggestion that he become a slave trader, but readily agrees to engage in usury. Do you believe Irving is putting forth the contention that there are degrees of morality and sinfulness? Explain your response.

3. Irving describes land speculation as a “fever” and the speculators as “patients.” What do you believe Irving is attempting to convey to the reader through the employment of these metaphors? Explain your response.

4. As Tom Walker ages, he becomes “a violent churchgoer.” Do you believe Tom’s conversion is genuine? Explain your response.

5. Do you believe Irving is satirizing an individual, society, or humanity in general? At what weaknesses does he level his attack? Explain your response.

