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AP Language/ Composition—Rumfelt—The Scarlet Letter, Chapters 11-13
Respond to the following prompts as you read Chs. 11-13.

Chapter 11
· Discuss Dimmesdale’s psychological state of mind. How does his guilt affect him?

· How does Hawthorne demonstrate Dimmesdale’s tortured soul? Give specific examples from the text. 

Chapter 12

· Compare this scaffold scene to the scaffold scene at the beginning. What is the significance of the scaffold?

· Compare the A in the sky to Hester’s seeing the exaggerated reflection of her letter A in the governor’s hall. What do you think Hawthorne is trying to suggest about guilt and judgment as experienced by Hester and Dimmesdale? Explain.
Chapter 13

Respond to the following quotes from Chapter 13 and use them to discuss Hester’s character:

· “It is a credit to human nature, that, except where its selfishness is brought into play, it loves more readily than it hates.”

· “The world’s law was no law for her mind.”

· “The scarlet letter had not done its office.”

Darkness/ Light Imagery

· Examine Chapters 11-13 for imagery that uses darkness/light. Discuss Hawthorne’s use of this imagery and relate to characters/theme.

· Which character seems most connected to the ideas of darkness/light? Explain with textual evidence. 

Figurative Language

· Examine Chapters 11-13 for figurative language. How does Hawthorne use figurative language to develop mood?

· Now, discuss the use of figurative language in developing characters. Find specific examples to support your ideas.

