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9th Grade Lit/Comp – Rumfelt

Short Stories – “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty”

Read the short story and answer the following questions ON YOUR OWN PAPER. Then complete the chart on the back.

1. Why do you think Walter Mitty daydreams? Explain using examples from the story.

2. Do you feel sorry for Walter Mitty? Why or why not?

3. In each of his daydreams, Walter is a hero. Identify the roles he plays in his daydreams. Then, explain the difference between the way people treat Walter in real life and the way they treat him in his daydreams.

4. POINT OF VIEW: In what point of view is the story told? How does this affect your opinion of Walter? of Mrs. Mitty?

5. CONFLICT: There are several internal and external conflicts in the story. Identify one of Walter’s internal conflicts and one of Walter’s external conflicts. What do these conflicts reveal about his character?

The events in James Thurber's story “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty” follow a pattern. Something triggers Mitty's daydream and becomes part of it. The daydream proceeds until something interrupts it. Use the graphic organizer below to find the details that create the story's pattern. 

	Cause
	Daydream
	Interruption

	The sound of car engine reminds him of a ship's engine.

	Navy hydroplane
	

	
	surgery/anesthetizer 
	

	
	courtroom scene
	

	
	Air Force pilot
	

	
	firing squad
	None


6. ANALYZE: How do you think Walter would react in a situation that required real heroism? Why? Use examples from the story to respond in a CDW paragraph.

