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Unit Two – Short Stories – Rumfelt

THE MOST DANGEROUS GAME

READING GUIDE

Read “The Most Dangerous Game” in your literature book (page 19) and answer the following reading guide questions ON YOUR OWN PAPER. Please answer in complete sentences. When possible, use SPECIFIC TEXT from the story to support your response.
When you finish, staple this sheet to the front of your questions.
1. How does Rainsford feel about the animals he hunts?

2. How does Whitney explain the troubled mood of the sailors as they near Ship-Trap Island?

3. Why is the island called Ship Trap Island?

4. How does Rainsford arrive at the mysterious island?

5. Describe the building that Rainsford approaches.

6. Describe General Zaroff's physical appearance.

7. Describe General Zaroff's personality. 

8. In some ways, Rainsford and Zaroff are alike, but in other ways, the two men are very different. Explain their similarities and differences. 

9. How does the reader know Zaroff is an intelligent and sophisticated man?

10. Who is Ivan? Describe Ivan. 

11. Why did General Zaroff stop hunting animals?

12. General Zaroff names three reasons why a person is “the ideal animal to hunt.” Name these three reasons.
13. How does Zaroff stock his island with 'game'?

14. Explain the rules of the hunt.

15. According to General Zaroff, why is Rainsford the ideal prey?

16. Where does Rainsford spend the first night of his hunt?

17. Describe the first trap Rainsford plans for Zaroff.

18. Near the end of the story, Rainsford is forced to take a desperate chance. What is that chance? Why do you think the author suddenly leaves Rainsford at this point and begins to tell the story through Zaroff’s eyes? 

19. What happened to Lazarus?

20. How can the reader tell who won the final encounter between Rainsford and Zaroff?

21. Do you think Rainsford's attitude towards hunting changes through the story?
22. How does the author create suspense and inspire fear in the reader?

23. CONFLICT: The most obvious conflict in “The Most Dangerous Game” is between Rainsford and Zaroff. Describe at least two OTHER external or internal conflicts.
