“The Fall of the House of Usher”
Edgar Allen Poe

Read and annotate the story and respond to the following questions.

1. The long opening sentence immediately establishes a mood for the story. 

a. What physical details – of time and place – accomplish this? Give examples and discuss them.

b. Choose three unusual words that Poe uses in the first paragraph and discuss their effect.
2. The description of the interior of the Usher mansion intensifies the impression of gloom and decay given by the outside. Connect the description of Roderick’s house to his mind. Find specific examples and discuss them.
3. For all of his original intention of helping Roderick, the narrator seems more and more drawn into Roderick’s frame of mind. What evidence of this appears in the narrator’s description of his feelings when he tries to sleep? Find examples and discuss.
4. What hints given at the beginning of the story foreshadow the end of the story? 
5. The sentences in this story are frequently long and complicated. Choose one of Poe’s long sentences to analyze. Determine the main clause in the sentence. Explain the relationship of this clause to the modifying clauses and phrases in the sentence. Note Poe’s use of adjectives and adverbs, and discuss the effect that Poe achieves in the sentence. 
6. CRITICAL COMMENTARY: Richard Wilbur has said that the typical Poe story is “an allegory of dream-experience: it occurs within the mind of a poet; the characters are not distinct personalities, but principles or faculties of the poet’s divided nature; the steps of the action correspond to the successive states of a mind moving into sleep; and the end of the action is the end of a dream.” Write two paragraphs discussing the relevance of Wilbur’s comment to “The Fall of the House of Usher.”

