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AP Language/Composition—Rumfelt
In your reader’s journal, answer the following questions regarding Ambrose Bierce’s “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge.”

PART ONE:

1. Describe the opening situation in the story and how Bierce effectively portrays this situation to the reader.

2. Does this person to be hanged appear to be a criminal? Explain. In addition, Bierce allows the reader to enter the viewpoint of this individual. Discuss the effects of this. 

PART TWO: 

1. In what ways does Bierce establish Farquhar as a southern patriot?

2. Discuss Bierce’s use of irony in this section.

PART THREE:

1. Discuss the various ways Bierce builds tension in this section and causes the reader to identify more with Farquhar. 

2. What does Bierce suggest about the behavior of a human being in a life-threatening situation—his abilites to act, perceive, feel, etc.

Complete the exercise on the back of this sheet after you have read the entire story.

A. Re-read the story. Then, identify and discuss the stylistic elements that Bierce uses to convince the reader that the events in Part Three actually occurred.
B. Now, look back and find ways that Bierce hints that perhaps it is not really happening. 

