AP Language/Composition – Rumfelt
Reading Assignment: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
As we continue our study of American Literature, you will be reading Huck Finn outside of class as we finish Transcendentalism and Romanticism. As you read, you will complete written responses to the novel .These responses will be the foundation of our class discussions of the novel. You should keep up with the responses as you read.

Reader’s Journal Topics for 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
Respond to each of the following topics in your reader’s journal. Each response should be in paragraph form. Use specific examples from the text in your responses. Each group of responses is due on the date specified. When you come to class that day, you should have that chapters read and the response complete. Bring your book and your responses to class.
Chapters 1-11 (due January 25)

· Chapters 1-4

1. Analyze Huck Finn’s language in the opening passages of the novel. Identify specifics features of his syntax and discuss how Twain uses Huck’s style as a way to construct his character. (1 page)

2. Discuss Twain’s use of irony and humor in the first few chapters. (2 pages)

· Chapters 5-7

3. Analyze Huck’s response to the river. Find specific examples of comments, and analyze what these comments reveal about Huck and his relationship with nature. (1 page)

4. Discuss Huck’s descriptions of Pap and how he portrays his father. What is sad and/or humorous about these descriptions? (1 page)

· Chapters 7-11

5. Analyze Huck’s reaction to the storm and how he responds to the natural world. (1 page)

6.  Compare the way Jim speaks to Huck to the way Pap speaks to Huck. Be specific. (1 page)

7. Finally, discuss what you think of Huck after you have finished Chapter 11. Use specific passages to support your response. (2 pages)

Chapters 12-20 (due January 29)
8. Discuss Twain’s use of humor in these chapters. Focus on the Grangerfords. What is amusing about his description of them? Be specific. (1 page)
9. Satire is when an author uses humor or irony to attack or make a comment about a societal/human flaw. Discuss Twain’s use of satire so far in the novel. Find two specific examples to discuss in detail. (2 pages)
10. The river is a significant symbol in the novel. Discuss the development of that symbol so far. How does the river serve as a force of good and evil for Huck and Jim? (2 page)
Chapters 20-31 (due date TBA)
11. Discuss the humor in Huck’s description of the funeral of Peter Wilks. Be specific when you are discussing devices. (1 page)
12. As a result of his moral crisis in Chapter 31, does Huck realize that the institution of slavery is wrong? Give evidence to support your answer. (2 pages)
Chapters 32-43 (due date TBA)
13. Why do you think people see the ending of the novel as problematic? Agree or disagree with this assertion and support with examples from the novel. (2 pages)

14. Huck begins and ends the novel revealing his discomfort at being “civilised.” What is Twain’s message here? How do we see that developed in the novel? (2 pages)
