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9th Grade Lit/Comp – Rumfelt

Short Story Unit – ‘The Sniper”

Read the short story “The Sniper” and answer the following questions. Write your answers on your own paper.

Elements of Plot

1. What happened to the old woman?

2. How do you think the sniper felt after he killed the informer?

3. How is the Free State sniper injured?

4. Explain how the sniper tricks his enemy.  

5. What is the identity of the sniper who was killed?

6. The sniper shows great coolness when he is wounded.  He refuses to panic.  Give details from the story to support this statement. 

7. Does this story follow a traditional plot diagram? Why or why not?

8. Where is the climax in the story? Explain.

Setting and Mood

1. Describe the setting of the story. Find at least three details from the story (use exact quotations).

2. Find three examples of sight and sound imagery that the author uses. 

3. Now, identify the mood and write a paragraph discussing how those examples create that mood in the story. 

Character

1. Describe the main character in the story. Use specific examples from the story to support your response.

2. What internal and external conflicts does the main character experience?
Writing Response 

Take the point of view of the sniper in the story. Write a letter to your mother explaining what happened on that fateful day. In your letter, you should explain to her why you took the actions that you did. Your letter should be one page handwritten and single spaced. Write in pen.
